





































joint	 Czechoslovak	 state,	 the	 religious	 rights	 of	 the	 population	 were	 restored	 and	
communities	 were	 once	 again	 allowed	 to	 publicly	 engage	 in	 religious	 rituals.	 New	




Like	 all	 other	 EU	member	 states,	 Slovakia	 is	 officially	 a	 secular	 state.	 Governance	 of	
religious	diversity	in	today’s	Slovakia	stems	from	its	Constitution,	the	constitutional	Bill	
of	Basic	Rights	and	Freedoms,	and	the	Law	on	Religious	Freedom	and	the	Legal	Status	of	







formal	 distinction	 between	 “traditional”	 or	 “historical”	 religious	 communities	 and	




On	 the	official	 level,	 religion	plays	no	 role	 in	 Slovakia’s	 socio-political	 affairs,	 though	
some	 politicians	 and	 political	 groupings	 (both	 registered	 parties	 and	 informal	
movements)	do	stress	 the	 fact	 that	Slovakia	 is	a	country	of	Christian	(chiefly,	Roman	
Catholic)	heritage.	Some	Christian	holidays	are	recognized	as	official	state	holidays	and	
Christian	religious	symbols	are	tolerated	in	the	public	sector.	Population	census	results	
























24)	unequivocally	 guarantees	 religious	 freedom:	 “1.	 Freedom	of	 thought,	 conscience,	





3.	 Churches	 and	 ecclesiastical	 communities	 shall	 administer	 their	 own	 affairs	
themselves;	in	particular,	they	shall	establish	their	bodies,	appoint	clericals,	provide	for	















one	 that	 raised	 the	minimum	number	 of	members	 for	 the	 registration	 of	 a	 religious	
organization	 from	 20,000	 to	 50,000.	 The	 amendment	 further	 stipulates	 that	 those	
members	 be	 Slovak	 citizens	 permanently	 residing	 in	 Slovakia.	 The	 minor	 faith	
communities	thus	are	forced	to	register	according	to	the	Law	on	Civic	Associations	of	
1990	 (which,	 incidentally,	 explicitly	 states	 that	 the	 Law	 does	 not	 cover	 religious	
collectivities	(Section	1,	Point	1c)).	These	communities	must	operate	as	NGOs,	thereby	
denying	 them	 many	 rights	 that	 registered	 religious	 organizations	 have,	 including:	
building	temples	and	owning	property	;	establishing	institutions	of	religious	education;	







enjoy	 tax	 exemptions,	 do	 not	 have	 their	 clergy’s	 salaries	 paid	 by	 the	 state,	may	 not	






followers	 of	 Islam	 from	 institutionalizing	 their	 religion	 in	 the	 country	 as	 both	 the	
country’s	political	elite	and	the	population	are	decidedly	Muslimophobic.	In	this	context	





followers).	 While	 Judaism	 is	 a	 historical	 religion	 in	 Slovakia,	 Bahaism	 is	 a	 recent	
appearance.	Bahais	 succeeded	 to	 attain	 registration	of	 their	 religious	organization	 in	
2007	 after	 they	 had	 managed	 to	 collect	 28,000	 signatures	 of	 supporters	 (the	 then	
applicable	 legislation	 required	20,000	 signatures).	Mormons	 also	managed	 to	 garner	





Religious	 radicalisation	 among	members	 of	 non-Christian	 faith	 communities	 has	 not	
been	observed	in	Slovakia.	Nonetheless,	the	country’s	Secret	Services	often	refer	to	some	
unregistered	 religious	 collectivities	 (chiefly	 of	 New	 Religious	 Movements	 type)	 as	









On	 the	other	hand,	 though	 Slovak	 society	 is	 rather	 secularized,	 there	 is	potential	 for	
radicalisation	along	nationalist	lines,	with	religious	(Christian)	identity	possibly	playing	
a	role.	Religion	may	be	instrumentalized	for	political	purposes.	There	are	already	some	
signs	 of	 certain	 segments	 of	 the	 Slovak	 society	 being	 radicalised.	 This	 particularly	
applies	 to	 paramilitary	 groups	 like	 Slovenskí	 Branci	 (Slovak	 Levies)	 and	 others.	
Members	and	supporters	of	the	parliamentary	extreme	far-right	political	party	Kotleba	
–	People’s	Party	Our	Slovakia	have	expressed	Muslimophobic	 (as	well	 as	 anti-Roma)	
views	 in	numerous	 statements	 and	public	protests..	 Far-right	political	 radicalism	has	

























have	been	 increasingly	 securitized	on	both	 social	 and	political	 level.	 Though	 initially	
Slovakia	 agreed	 to	 accept	 several	 hundred	 refugees	within	 the	 framework	 of	 the	 EU	
refugee	distribution	quota	system,	it	then	reversed	its	decision,	arguing	that	accepting	


















policies	 to	 prevent	Muslims	 (and	 numerous	 other	minor	 religious	 collectivies)	 from	
institutionalizing	in	the	country,	these	policies	are	adversely	affecting	religious	diversity	
and	 the	 peaceful	 co-existence	 of	 different	 confessional	 (and	 sometimes	 ethno-
confessional)	communities.	Rising	far-right	nationalism,	with	its	religious	undertones,	
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